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is that of the open field system, which lasted throughout
the Middle Ages and survived in some parts of the country
to the opening of the nineteenth century. The second stage
is that of enclosures, which began in the fifteenth century
or even earlier1, and in our own day2 have completely super-
seded all other systems of tillage. The history of mediaeval
husbandry is therefore the story of the open field system
and the passage to the methods of cultivation now in vogue.
The open field system took its name from one of its The open
most striking features, the wide and extensive tracts
arable land which stretched away from the village on every
side, and throughout the year or during a great part of it
remained open to the trespass of man and beast. In accord-
ance with modern principles of farm-management, land set
apart for purposes of tillage is enclosed all the year round by
hedges which usually are never removed. But in mediaeval
husbandry there was no permanent separation of arable
and waste. Between seed-time and harvest, while the corn
was growing, the land under crop was protected against
trespassing by temporary enclosures rudely constructed to
serve an immediate end. Once, however, the harvest was
reaped and the corn gathered into the barn, the hedges were
removed and the fields then lay open; the village cattle
could stray in and graze upon the stubble, and the land was
treated as common pasture. The meadow also was only
enclosed during part of the year while the hay was growing,
and when the hay was cut it reverted to the condition of
waste. The land of a mediaeval village can thus be regarded
as primarily waste, of which portions were temporarily
enclosed and ploughed up in order to provide the villagers
with corn.
There were two forms of open field husbandry, extensive Forms of
and intensive, and each corresponds to a different phase of
economic growth ; the former to the tribal stage, the latter
to the stage of the settled community3.'  In the case of
extensive cultivation, or as it is sometimes termed ' the
1 Infra, p. 137.
*  For some modern survivals of open fields, see infra, p. 73, note 2.
*  Seebohm, Customary Acres, 102,